
BMP 071 - Vacuum Particulate Wastes from Sanding or Painting Operations 
 

 
 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Sanding, in preparation for painting, and painting 
itself creates wastes that may become exposed to storm water and transported to storm drains 
and/or receiving waters. 
 
Description of BMP:  Containment of paint-related wastes can be accomplished by performing 
painting and sanding activities in facilities equipped with a vacuum and filters. 
 
Application Guidance:  This practice will be used in all sanding and painting operations. 
 
Training:  Personnel will be instructed in procedures for proper operation of vacuum and filters. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  Performing sanding and painting operations under vacuum is a highly 
effective, usually moderate-cost BMP.  However, costs for large-scale sanding and painting 
activities (e.g., ships and large equipment) could be high. 
 
Limitations:  The size of some operations may make implementation of this practice difficult. 
 


